
2017 AGM: Competitions Committee Report 
 
competition facilities 

There were no significant competition facility improvements projects during the year, but a new sit 
ski course as designed and laid out for construction in August 2017.  The improvements to sprint 
courses from 2016 worked well for the BC Cup sprints in February, shortening the length of sprints 
to keep sprint heat times under 3 minutes as requested by FIS.  

However, much facility planning was done in relation to the 2019 World Para Nordic Ski 
Championships and after another disappointing snow year the planning focus shifted from paved 
trails to snow making as the priority legacy goal for 2019.  A snow making system design for the 
race maze and Para Nordic sit ski trail network as was completed and costing began as the year 
ended.  This is a much-needed improvement for certainty in bidding on major events, and it serves 
all the membership at startup as well so hopefully can be a catalyst to early skiing and increased 
membership.  

After the disappointment of the cancelled Biathlon Nationals last winter, there will be more detail 
on this initiative in other reports I am certain. 

A 42 x 60 - foot two story storage building was built just in time for last ski season which hopefully 
will relieve some of the pressure storage space for large and bulky items.  It has mainly been used 
for equipment storage but has capacity for significant second floor storage and has potential for 
indoor waxing as well.  

events 

Caledonia bid on the XC Western Canadian Championships for 2017 but after 2014 and 2016 events 
in Prince George, the 2017 event was awarded to Whistler and there were no other mid-season 
cross country events to bid on.  However, the good news is that we were able to announce on 
December 9th 2017 that the Caledonia Nordic Ski Club was awarded the 2019 World Para Nordic Ski 
Championships.  This will be the first time that this world championship will be held in Canada, and 
the first time that a world championship in any sport will be held in Prince George.  This outcome is 
a testament to the reputation that the club, the community and the venue gained during the 2015 
Canada Winter games and the Western Canadian Championships held the years prior to and 
following the games – in both cross country and in biathlon.  We worked with Tourism Prince 
George and with strong support from the City of Prince George prepared a successful submission to 
the International Paralympic Committee, and continue to work with these partners during the 
planning phase of the event.  

Some of the bid team were able to attend the 2017 World Para Nordic Ski Championships in 
Finsterau, Germany.  Finsterau is a small community in Bavaria 13 km from the Czech border, 
where we were hosted extremely well and had an invaluable experience in terms of how this IPC 
event is managed.  Annie Hayes worked the start for a few days while Kevin Pettersen was given 
free access to view all aspects of the event and network with IPC, organizers and teams.  Leanne 
Schinkel from Tourism Prince George also attended the entire event and had numerous 
opportunities to interact with all attendees and to present both video and print materials featuring 
Prince George and the Caledonia Nordic Centre.  Kevin gave an informative slide show presentation 
at the final team meeting which was well received and raised the enthusiasm of team members for 
2019.  I served on the jury which was an incredible learning opportunity in preparation for 2019.  

Overall it turned out to be a busy ski season with a BC Cup February 3rd & 4th, Finsterau February 8th 
– 21st, and the Spirit of the Rivers Loppet February 25th.  In a way it is fortunate that we didn’t win 



the bid for the Westerns which was also mid-February.  And, we were able to initiate some officials 
to the chief of competition assignment in my absence.  

For the Biathlon program it was a very disappointing year as far as events were concerned.  After 
two years of preparation, the 2017 Canadian National and North American Biathlon Championships 
planned for March 6th – 12th were relocated Canmore, due to the uncertainty with snow levels at 
our facility.  This experience has served to emphasize the need for snow making at the venue if 
Caledonia is going to continue to bid on major events as we have set out to do in our strategic 
plans.  

The biathlon organizing committee rallied a group of Caledonia Nordic Ski Club officials, who 
volunteered in Canmore for the event.  This served to demonstrate our club’s commitment to the 
sport of biathlon and particularly the biathletes who trained all season for the opportunity to 
compete at this event.  These volunteers personally covered the cost of transportation and lodging 
for the duration of seven-day event.  

The organizing committee curtailed spending, as the event neared, amidst an unfavourable 
weather forecast, and Canmore picked up the cost of items that could be used at the relocated 
event, such as medals.  Donations for the event were returned to the donors; this included the 
$10,000 ViaSport Hosting Grant. 

The club acquired fifteen shooting mats; these mats meet the IBU standard and were necessary to 
for classes of competition not offered at the 2015 Canada Winter Games.  One hundred V-boards 
were purchased to meet the IBU requirements for marking the stadium, course and penalty loop.  

officials 

We are extremely fortunate to have a strong cohort of officials and volunteers in our club which is 
a legacy of numerous officials training courses in the lead up to the 2015 Canada Winter Games. 
There were no cross-country officials’ courses offered in 2017.  

In preparation for the 2017 Canadian National and North American Biathlon Championships, 
thirteen biathlon officials were trained up to the Leader level.  The Caledonia Nordic Ski Club now 
has more Leader level officials than any other club in BC.  Two 2-day Entry level official courses 
were held in the fall of 2016.  
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